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Report of:   Inspector Nigel Colston 
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1.  Performance 

Bristol South Oct 2015 

Table 1 reflects levels of crime reported to Police across the entire 
Bristol South Local Policing area for the year to date (April – End of Oct 
2015).  Burglary offences are fairly stable.  There has been a continued 
increase in the recording of offences as racially or religiously 
aggravated, partly due to better confidence in reporting issues but also 
attributable to some concerning cases whereby victims have been 
targeted on numerous occasions.  It is important to note that these 
figures only relate to racial or religiously aggravated offences; there is no 
specific criminal offence for homophobic or disablist hate crime, and 
even with racial or religious hate crimes the evidence often does not 
support the higher “aggravated” charge.  The true level of crime with a 
hate element is therefore significantly higher. 

Of concern is the increase in total crime, which is up 10% (715 more 
offences).  This is almost entirely due to a significant increase in the 
recording of incidents of violence against the person offences, up almost 
46% across the Bristol South area (870 more offences).  As I have 
stressed before, changes in recording practices mean that we are now 
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(properly) recording offences which we previously didn’t, and it is very 
difficult to draw any meaningful conclusions at this time. 

The second table details the number of “incidents” recorded by Police.  It 
is important to bear in mind that several people might report the same 
incident, but each report would be counted in the above list.  However, 
as a comparison year on year, it does now seem to show a continued 
reduction in reports of anti-social behaviour (ASB) across the whole of 
South Bristol.  As before, I would caution against reading too much into 
this though, because it might simply be down to better recording of 
incidents as crimes (particularly violence against the person) rather than 
ASB. 

Individual figures for the neighbourhood partnership area, and per ward 
are shown on the pages that follow; 

Table 1 

 



Partnership Area 

Dundry View as a neighbourhood partnership area has “bucked” the 
South Bristol trend in relation to burglary offences.  Burglary of 
dwellings, and non-dwellings (garages, sheds etc) has shown significant 
increases (22 and 13 more offences respectively), which equates to 
roughly 1.5 extra burglary offences every week.  As will be shown in the 
following tables, most of this burglary increase has been on the 
Bishopsworth ward area (dwelling burglary up by 29 offences). 

As a partnership area, Dundry View accounts for 29% of the total 
increase in violence against the person offences (254 more offences, up 
43% on last year).  The increases are evenly shared between the 
Bishopsworth and Hartcliffe wards. 

 

 



Bishopsworth / Withywood 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Hartcliffe 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Whitchurch Park 

 

General update 

One of the most significant ASB issues affecting South Bristol was the 
recent “arson series” focussed around the Symes Avenue / 
Spacemakers Park locality.  We had a range of issues, from bin fires to 
vehicle fires, along with corresponding reports of young people causing 
ASB.  As a response 

• Fire service commenced routine patrols of arson routes during the 
day, looking for vulnerable sites re potential arson 



• Youth service providers focussed their outreach work at key 
locations.  There was a two-way flow of information between 
Police and Youth services 

• Young people identified as having any involvement, even just as 
witnesses, were directed to sign acceptable behaviour contracts 
(ABC). 

• A positive condition was put on the ABC that the young person 
(YP) also had to engage with the Fire Service “firesetters” course. 

• We then linked attendance on the Firesetters course with a 
restorative justice element provided by our RJ team. 

• We secured funding for a £1,000 reward from 
Crimestoppers.  Leaflets were designed with both the Police and 
Fire Service logo. 

• Leaflets were delivered by the local Hartcliffe & Withywood 
Community Partnership, freeing up valuable PCSO time to focus 
on patrols. 

• Significant levels of police time were spent on dedicated patrols in 
the area. 

 

I have requested some analysis, but I have worked every Halloween / 
fireworks night for the past 10 years and these were by far the quietest I 
have ever known in South Bristol (despite the reasonable 
weather).  There isn’t anything “new” in the approach or anything 
particularly scientific or complicated. Chief Insp Rowlands has written 
letters of thanks to all partners, and we see this as the model for our 
future plans around the strategic areas of high demand in Filwood / 
Hartcliffe.   

These plans are being developed to change the structure of the 
neighbourhood team in light of anticipated changes to ward boundaries.  
Hartcliffe is currently a strategic area of high demand for the 
constabulary, and the ward changes are only likely to see an increase in 
such demand.  It is therefore only right that we seek to ensure an 
appropriate number of staff remain dedicated to the Hartcliffe ward, 



whilst retaining proportionate resources for the other two wards in 
Dundry View. I shall talk more about these changes at the partnership 
meeting. The recently announced securing of police funding until 2020 
does at least mean that we can be relatively confident as to levels of 
police resources for the next few years. 

 




